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His great love was music.   This he had inherited
from his father, Gustav J. Stoeckel, an Austrian
musician, who had immigrated and had for forty
years been professor of music at Yale University.
The son's ideas on musical questions were in all
respects marked by the opinions and taste of a
professional musician.    Mr. Stoeckel and his wife
had had an enormous music room built on their
estate,  a  monumental  wooden  building in  the
American ' Colonial style/ where they arranged a
large musical festival annually in conjunction with
the Litchfield County Choral Union, an exceedingly
distinguished choral union that had only prospered
thanks to the generous support of Mr. and Mrs.
Stoeckel.   No expense was spared to raise the
musical festivals to the highest level conceivable;
Stoeckel made himself responsible for everything.
His noble and broadminded musical culture could
be traced in the programmes;  they included both
classical works and what was of value in modern
European music  and the works  of progressive
American composers.   The musical festivals on
Mr. Stoeckel's estate were, therefore, among the
most notable events of American musical life taken
note of by all who meant anything in the sphere
of music and culture.   This was the kind of musical
festival in which I was invited to take part."

The Litchfield County Choral Union was so
remarkable a phenomenon in " unmusical America "
that it deserves to be described in greater detail